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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the application filed 4/8/04 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-10 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1) Claims 1-10 are presented for examination. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2) An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment; it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

3) The application has been amended as follows: 

Referring to claim 9, line 1, the phrase "The c method" should be changed to read -The 
method--. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4) Claims 1-10 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Referring to claims 1-10, the closest prior art is Aisa (U.S. Pat 6,873,876), Araki (U.S. 
Pat 5,844,796), and Huffington et al (U.S. PGPUB 2002/0069460). Aisa teaches an appliance 
control system for a washing machine comprising a main controller with multiple memories 
capable of having custom programs installed to assist basic functionality. Araki teaches a 
control system with a rewritable memory. Huffington teaches a spa control system which 
utilizes a control panel to communicate with a microprocessor. 

However, referring to claim 1, Aisa, Araki and Huffington, alone or in combination with 
each other or the prior art of record, do not explicitly teach a control system for a plumbing 
fixture comprising first and second microprocessors and first and second memories, whereby a 
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first software program is executed by the second microprocessor to process commands from an 
input device and whereby a second software program used to operate components is transferred 
from the second to the first memory upon activation of the control system, in combination with 
the remaining elements or features of the claimed invention. 

Referring to claim 8, Aisa, Araki and Huffington, alone or in combination with each 
other or the prior art of record, do not explicitly teach a method for controlling a whirlpool tub 
comprising providing first and second microprocessors and first and second memories, whereby 
a first software program is executed by the second microprocessor to process commands from an 
input device and whereby a second software program used to operate components is transferred 
from the second to the first memory upon activation of the control system, in combination with 
the remaining elements or features of the claimed invention. 

Referring to claims 2-7 and 9-10, the claims are dependent on allowable independent 
claims, and are therefore allowable. 

5) Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6) Although not utilized in any office action, Examiner wishes to add several pieces of 
related prior art to the record. These have been noted on the attached PTO-892. 
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7) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander J Kosowski whose telephone number is 571-272-3744. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Picard can be reached on 571-272-3749. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. In addition, the 
examiner's RightFAX number is 571-273-3744. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



Alexander J. Kosowski 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2125 




